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'of ﬁ@zamhatan are ehiefly 1cw1and 2LCBH . In the north, however, “the plains
are int @“fﬂpn”ﬁ by the Mugodzh&rakiye %auntain m3aoﬁﬁhe L7eﬁtension of the
Urals. The essb-centr 2l pars of the republic ié 8 broad ex vyanse of Low
mountaing and hillﬁ, the Kszakhs:iy ﬁelk@sﬂpochnik (Kﬂ«akh Bgland) South
Gf:iﬁ 1s the Betpak-Dals, &n undulating arid plmteau. The eouthern halif of

the republic eaaaiaﬁﬂ pradcminan&tf of fiat, smndy 1owlani deaert; but

'@Lwnb b&@ ﬁcutg'aouern and easﬁ&rg periphery of Ka?akhﬂt&n are the bigh,

rugged, parallel rangss of the Tvasn’-Shan’ aud Altay M@umtminsg A fertile
Pledeont that varies in w1atn rarallsls the bize of th@sé'maunt&inao

The vegetation of Kezakheten ig very'ﬂggrge. From the ncrth 1o the
zouth, tauv A0ues osg be &elsm1t€&@ Tne stepps zonz in the narth caLp.ﬁsing
27 percent of Kozalhsten, hes o falrly dense cover of grass and pagebrusk.
Yrmediately to the soulh ié-th@ desert steppe, a tr&nainﬁenal zaone thet covers
ahout 22 percent of K&z&@hst&ﬁ and atretebes Serops the republic from wost
o east. This zone h"& 2 BDRXEE eavér of vegeistion in which sagebyush

ad drought~resistant and gali-tolersnt gresses predominate. The ddsert zone,

e;@unvi ﬁh@ southern n&fﬁ vathé,republic,

1ncludes3éb6ﬁﬁih0:neigénﬁ ot
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6 "ﬂ“_fi.sﬁ:».aup :**mwg;eﬁ psariesiss of very

cal-:% y® .@.’é&aﬂz‘: mrsy be eche:ec @5_ fz'egvemw in &Z:w wis: S Although ﬁ:he BuIners

/re l(us‘; Lr:e &:1'3 éxy, tl.e @ﬂil}i’ Tanges in

e m‘u&n m’*e wﬂ.ﬁe a@ii mmﬁgﬁ

m@y;_&@ é@alo-‘ ,mrizze' amﬁ. &uﬁwm sre short, tronsidi ,le ge@a tzms.

Tas:’@wgﬁmﬁ mach af-? -z;m reglon, rivers and sireans Wm&:/a‘m in Lﬂ&ﬂl@e@g@ﬁ

&asms, Iakes, or _Iﬁ,ef;aal ﬂe‘gx*&ssﬁsi@mh The ’Ww;mn% Aral, and E:aa..::u%h Seaa

are three of the Aﬁz’g ge,, landlc of wakey im the “5@?}»@6 : @ﬂ_‘s.y im

the porth, where the .wtysi_a end Ishin hiver v i‘.ﬁey Bowiy smml t@ m obo,

s wajor Tivers of %’:&3@ veegima are the
3‘3‘*-7:;;& va, U al, Iriyeh,
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vegetables, wies, cat‘b@n, &nﬁ augm* keets. In 3199 *a,‘ A{msamm’mn accovnbed

i .
for mwore thon 12 p&mem {20.6 @l .'Eg'!., icn hectmres) of the total planbed

aereags ivn the UDER; =nd more Tl

fcvm. S "&w cattle. It alsc
48 ne °s'~em:>nﬁ‘ t&m meat. By 19%6
the Solol planted scresge hod imereissd ke 27.5 JT,le“GK" hectores. In
c:m,jwm lon wi
a&dﬁim i R L3y for grain
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voen planned.
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‘B Eﬁcznggc Reg&On Xbiv
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Eeoncmic R»giOu Xb, Soviet GentraL Asi&, cceupies a peripheral position

J)w

along the scubthern bhorder cfjﬁgc L ai &dj&emnt %o Iran and Afghanistan

38 zqnar& miles, absut one»twentieth of the

Qm

(see tup 27282). Tts =vea of w5,

USSR, includes the Yirgizsk&ym, Uz e&akayay Tade hikakaya, and Tu k*ya‘

3

SSR“@a It ia & land of degerts and mmunt&?nm Prﬁ is import&nt economically

becsuse of its production of te»ti%@ raw materials, chiefly emttong

Lev-lytng, saady desert Dluina snd hip fh rugged, barren mountalos are

i

tae dominent physiographic fﬁatureg of Savﬁ@t Central Asiz. The vast

sandy plaing of dhe Hevalwm and Kyzyliaus Dessris ozeupy most of the

vestern twe-thirds of the region. Cn the soutk the feeply dlssected,

i

Mlbﬂlhi

barren Hopsh-l 0 glevaiiony of nore th& 9,50 feet,

lus, which o

iie sntride the Tvanian-Turkmenian Eyan”»uhana Alay,
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and Pamir Mountain pystens ococupy ihﬂ gagtern rert of the srea. Thege

mountaine »d W elovetious 24,000 feet sud are among ihe

highest in the
constitutl

are the ¥

The ws

s b the ﬁrg& Yo very spoivse. MNore of the surines
is bare 4} a0l extensive argus sre totslly
Daserd vegelation iz alse found

. forent.

#ria Andand b&h“ua, Altaovgh the

drainage sypbem SANTEEANS, There sre few rivers in

x'ye anpd Syr-loriya, which Plcw from

fue lavgest are the

the despris.

L ephwneral grasses, sagebrush,
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thc.mﬁuﬁtains acfosé;tgé éésert iowlauds and em@ty into the Aral Sem. Both
'rivere are uaeﬁ exfénéively for irrigationo The smaller rivers that flow
from thg mountains are scon disa;pate& 1n the desert sands.

The climatic reginme of the @egert plaine ie characterized by long,
very hot spummers; colﬂ winters i? ﬁhe north snd wild winters in the south;
wide sopual and daily ranges in iempcrature;’acant precipitation; fanging

from 3 to 8 ioches; low rel&ﬁive'humidity; aridity; and a large number of

o

suony daye. In thafhigh mounyaiuﬂ to the esst the temperatures are lover,

i

and the winters sre very aevere.g Pfecipitgtion varies greatly wiih elevation
and exposure. Aithough maﬁy par%a of the mountains receive about the peume
am@ﬁnt as the desert plaing, up %w 60 imches have been recorded at some
stations. . j

In 1956 the population of Eéwiet Central Asia was estimated at 12.b4
million, shont 6vperceat of the &atiqnal totel, sod de incressing repldly.
About 68 percent of the population is rural. Between 19450 and Lgﬁiy the
‘lucrease swounted to about 2 miliiﬁﬂ, woeress thet of the remeinder of the
USSR only increased by b millian;“ The bulk of the population is conuceantrated
in the feriiie mountain vallsys %h“ﬁ as Fargaus end Vekhsh, along the pledmont
and wain rivers, and in the &G&t?@r%d nanes, whera population degpities may

axceed TO0 persons per sguare mii@ {ses Map 27353). The deserts ard mountains,

“_r
l

by conbrast, are exiremsly a*ara@av populated. The main centers of population

are Tashiceat (778,000 iuh&bitawaa}i Brultnnbad {193,000), Frasse (150,000},

Semarkand (]?Otwuz/, Aolikhmbud i%v” LEEY L Andizbaa (115,000), apd Nesangan
{3—0"4 5 v"ké".o‘ P

i
2

#inlted Hatlons, Econcmic Bulletia for Eﬁrqg“ﬁ Yol. 9, Rea 3, Rov. 1997
pe Sk :
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The Uzbeks s Tadzhiks, Turkmeniens, Rirgizi, and oi'.her indigenous

ethalc groups who comprise aboub 75 percent of the population live

primarily in the rural DL BRE. ’ﬁmws the Tadshiks are of Iranien .origﬁn,
the e'me-x’ groups are all Forkic. ‘;m rainder of the population ip of
Buropaan or;ﬁ,gg.z;, :ﬁ@inhr Slavie, a:ﬂ" iives chiefly in the cities.

The economy of Soviet Cent ml in iz based on irrig_:auon farmmg, with

cobion s the chief crop (ses E:Z:r-,* 1‘2‘.31? . Alﬂmv@ ineluding only 3 percend

¢

e i

)

of the sown are of the Soviet Uslqn, Region Xb is highly important as

[
i
e

sapplier of rav materials -« cobb i, silk, snd wonl -- for the textile

it

industry. Pour-Tifths of the cothon of the LESR » aboub @ half of the silk,

and wost of the hovolul ohins are ’p’ rodueaed in the reglon. The groving of

i hozvlendture ere else impoviant

sedry, viticuliuve,
sgeicelivral pursulis.
Influstyy in the eres is also cwu*m?\’ geareld to the growlng of cobiun

5). Cobton gluning end the production

cottone-picking and

gral machicery ave &
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wrpicitation hns baon slow in

fnen
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s gptabilishad,

iy Becounting for only aboul 2 parcens

a8 then 3 pebound of its i&:ﬂue' wial labarp
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Raillronds are the chief maané of transpdrt&tion in Soviet Ceatral
Asin. ,Althbﬁgh- sparse, the rail x;etwork is adequate to aétiafy existing
dw;a‘*" . E?nez reilronds have been developed primarily to move ray materiaia
o at%mr ‘parts of v:.he USSR and to prmme mutes of access to the Iresnian |
and Af@mn borders. The wmein rail Yine iv the azrea leads from Krasaovodsk
onR a,hc—e ca@piam Sen across the desertm and counnects with the ‘mrksib Railro&a

in mutmasmm Kﬁ?a}mstﬂn. Taiq rmilmad and its hranch l.inea comnects the

!

ma;}er populetion centers @nd frontg‘f.cr cutmsts of Boviet Centml Asie. River.

tmmmmm,mn iz of minoy :ba:_g.s.rta}m.e and is _limted primarily to the
v | i
Amu-Dar’ya. The vosd Bysten, ‘hovever, ie falrly well developed apd

gupplemsnts the rail networl, pm"c:iﬁumm\i in the more inaccessible areas
guch gs the sountaing and border g;has The mmmt&szim have well developed

systems of zuod roads, 19111::‘:3 are 'é.hb chief routes of &r amrsgar‘t& ticn. A

distinctive cheracteristic of the m-m pa vhern is thad meny of the rajor roads

lesd frem the internatiomal ber:ﬁ.ws o tke interior, cbvicusly for militery

L2a8008.
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o necessary comsgond o all cases i the Eaun

The warsgortasion shawn on s map s hnersiced,
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SOVIET CENTRAL ASIA AND KAZAKHSTAN
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